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LONDON’S TUBE HISTORY REVEALED


THROUGH SIX MILES OF EDWARDIAN TILING

           
26 years of dedicated research, into the original design of London's famous Edwardian tube lines, has revealed the unique 100 year old artistic patterns built into 46 of London's tube stations, on the Bakerloo, Northern and Piccadilly Lines.

A luxurious publication, "TILES OF THE UNEXPECTED, UNDERGROUND", headlines and illustrates this remarkable below-ground history and artistic phenomenon. A presentation copy was given to the Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone, during the grand re-opening of the renovated London Transport Museum last Thursday.
                                           
London Underground’s Managing Director, Tim O’Toole, says in a foreword to the book that: “the Underground has benefited from the author’s research, by enabling accurate replication of the designs when local station improvement works have hidden the originals”.


The new publication comprises a boxed set including a comprehensive book of the design context, station-by-station analysis and illustrations. Also included is a separate box with posters showing the re-created tile pattern designs for the full platform length of each of the 46 stations. There is also a large scale poster showing the view along a platform at Oxford Circus, as it would have appeared at the Bakerloo’s opening in March 1906.

The scale of the Edwardian enterprise is remarkable. Millions of coloured tiles were laid along 94 platforms, walls and station passageways, mostly deep underground, with a unique design for each station. All designs conformed to an overall corporate style which was developed by the project architect for the new Edwardian tubes, Leslie William Green, which also included distinctive dark red station exteriors at most locations.

The tubes were funded through an American consortium, led by a US magnate Charles Tyson Yerkes. The original ideas for the concept were probably influenced by activities on New York’s first subway, which opened in 1904. The three London tubes opened in 1906 and 1907.

No original drawings for the tile designs on platforms and passageways were discovered during the research. It has taken a quarter of a century’s meticulous research to reveal these designs, tile by tile, station by station. Doug Rose, the author and primary researcher, was assisted by friends and London Underground. Research was sometimes concluded only days before station rebuilding began and removed the evidence. Some stations had been closed for decades and it took overnight visits and removal of layers of grime to reveal their splendour.


The artistry was short lived at most stations with the then new bullseye nameboards appearing from about 1910 and posters had invaded the tile designs within ten years of the Bakerloo opening. The original grand intention of a uniquely identifiable design motif for each station was compromised – so even Edwardian Londoners only had a short time to appreciate the ‘Underground art gallery’ in its totality.


Now, 100 years later, you have the chance to marvel at the six miles of tiling within this lovingly-crafted publication – and then, with new-found knowledge, to visit a few stations where London Underground has restored platforms to their Edwardian artistic standard.

Ends
Notes to Editors

1.
“TILES OF THE UNEXPCTED, UNDERGROUND” explores Underground history – and its first practical application of good corporate graphic design – through meticulous research into London’s Edwardian tube station tile patterns.
2.
HISTORIC BACKGROUND: At the beginning of the 20th century, a syndicate led by American financier, Charles Tyson Yerkes, took over the planning and construction of the Bakerloo, Piccadilly and Hampstead (now Northern) tubes. He employed architect Leslie William Green to design the exteriors and interiors of the station buildings. A revolutionary approach to station décor was adopted, particularly below ground.

3. Developments in electric lighting for the first time made possible the creation of dramatic coloured tile patterns, unique to each station, running the full length of each platform and entirely free of advertisements. The intention was that regular passengers would thereby be able to recognise their usual station without struggling to see one of the station signs.

4. Operational and financial pressures soon led to the tile patterns being wholly or partly covered with information displays and commercial posters. While some patterns remained partly on view, many became meaningless or only lasted in non-public passageways and rooms. Also some stations were closed; others were comprehensively modernized. With them went from public view and recollection this unique aspect of design history, which had totalled six miles of ‘Underground art’. Some stations have now been renovated sympathetically by London Underground to reveal design details.

5. HOW THE RESEARCH WAS UNDERTAKEN: Author and researcher Doug Rose, supported by a small team of like-minded individuals, became fascinated by the detail and logic of this feat of design. In 1981 he set out on a personal odyssey, not knowing how long it would take – it turned out to be 26 years – to research, record and recreate Leslie Green’s work in detail. This covered 46 stations, some now disused, 94 platforms and a total length of six miles of geometric tile patterns. The publication is the result of that dedicated labour.

6. WHAT’S IN THE PUBLICATION? It comes as a two-part set, with a book and separate poster box packaged within a hard slip case and shrink wrapped.

7. There is a 216-page casebound book  This is much more than the presentation of these details, attractive and interesting though they are. The tile patterns are explained in the wider context of Underground and industrial design history. Chapters explain how the design concepts were devised, evolved and were executed. Separate chapters on each of the three railways include, in total, over two hundred historic photographs of station exteriors and interiors, almost all previously unpublished. Recent images show what still survives of Green’s grand designs.

8. The second part of the publication is a special box containing large format folded posters. This is an artistic spectacular, reproducing full platform-length tile pattern realizations, one for each of the 46 stations. A further poster is an artist’s large-scale impression of a tiled platform at Oxford Circus Bakerloo Line, as it would have appeared at opening in March 1906. 

9. BUYING THE PUBLICATION: The boxed set of book and posters is available, price £50, from the London Transport Museum Shop at Covent Garden and all good bookshops. Sponsors for the publication are DMC Contracts (www.dmccontracts.co.uk) and London Underground Ltd (www.tfl.gov.uk).
10. Title: “Tiles of the Unexpected, Underground”
ISBN: 978-1-85414-310-5
Author: Douglas Rose
Website: www.dougrose.co.uk
Retail sales: LT Museum and all good bookshops and Museums
Trade enquiries to: www.capitaltransport.com (020) 8407 3535
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